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ALL OF THE 

CONTRIBUTORS 

AND FEATURES 

IN THIS ISSUE-- 

THANK YOU FOR 

BELIVING IN THE 

PROJECT- AND TO 

OUR COVER STAR 

MARLA RENEE 

STEWART FOR 

ALLOWING US TO 

SHARE HER 

STORY--

LETTER FROM
THE EDITOR:

Hello and Welcome to SPECTRUM Magazine, an exciting new publication and social platform 
featuring today’s most talented and outspoken LGBTQIAA+ Intellectuals and Creatives of color. 
Although SPECTRUM is a sister publication to SAPIO Magazine, we believe in the importance 
of the reclamation of all narratives within the Diaspora and want to create equally safe spaces 
for all members of the Black and Brown communities throughout the world. We hope that SPEC-
TRUM can provide yet another outlet and spotlight for the voices and faces that help keep the 
LGBTQIAA+ moving forward in the most progressive and positive manner possible. If you have 
a story that needs to be told or work that you’d like to share as it pertains to themes of Queer 
people of color throughout the world, please feel free to contact us at upwordink@gmail.com.  
We hope you love it and let us know what you think. 
  Until next time, 
Keisha Mitchell, 
 Editor-In-Chief, SPECTRUM Magazine 

june 
2020
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over the rainbow 

the assasination of 
Marielle Franco 
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   Council Woman, Activist, Educator, and Feminist Marielle Franco was born 
in July of 1972 in one of Brazil’s most notorious favelas, Mare´. Her birthplace 
initiated her as one of the 1.5 million who call themselves “People of the Hill” a 
term given to the residents of the sprawling structures situated on the faces of 

the small mountains across the country. 
The settlements have a long history that begin with the com-
munities first formed by Africans after slavery in the late 
1800s. Later, gentrification pushed Afro Brazilians out of the 
country’s “downtown” and many migrants found themselves in 
Rio searching for employment between the 1930s and 1940s.  
Though favelas had been declared illegal in 1937, it didn’t 
stop the flux of families and individuals taking up their small 
plot within the maze of homes long after the ruling nor did 
isolation of Brazil’s darkest Brothers and Sisters stop them 
from persecution or the pitfalls of poverty. 
         This social petri dish incubated a young Marielle’s sense 
of awareness and  prompted her to begin working to save 
for college at the age of 11. Throughout her youth, she con-
tinued to bear witness to the injustices that were inherent to 
her community and became inspired to make an impact.  This 
inspiration was amplified in 2000, when a friend of Francos’ 
was slain by a stray bullet, prompting Franco to fully engage 
herself as a Human Rights’ Activist. In 2007, not long after 
she received a formal degree in Social Sciences leading to a 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the prestigious 
Fluminense Federal University, she began working as a con-
sultant and coordinated her first major contribution to Brazil’s 
infrastructure reform: the state legislatures’ “Committee for 
the Defense of Human Rights and Citizenship.  This program 
and the few others Franco implemented during her time as 
a local organizer set the stage for her to rise to prominence 
both publicly and politically.  Her dazzling ascension, unfortu-

nately also se the stage for an ominous, swift fall. 

         In 2016, Franco ran for a seat on Rio de Janeiro’s city 
council with a platform that positioned her as both an advo-
cate and guardian of Brazil’s poor black women and those 
who lived within the Favelas. In a historic feat, Franco easily 
took  over 45,000 votes, making her one of 51 official elect-
ed representative and the 5th highest voted candidate out of 
1500 nominees.         Her Blackness, queerness, and boldness, 
while certainly celebrated by the multitudes of citizens who 
finally saw themselves represented in the halls of government, 
equally ruffled the feathers of others, including Brazil’s own 
soon-to-be President Jair Bolsonaro. Marielle Franco didn’t 
let that deter her and quickly got to work on transforming the 
institutions that she had promised to mold. She worked tire-
lessly against gendered violence, and for reproductive rights, 
Franco partnered with the Rios’ “Lesbian Front”  to propose a 
Lesbian Day of Visibility. She created and acted as Chair of 
the “Women’s Defense Commission” as well as sat on a com-
mittee that wished to give oversight to the federal govern-

-ments’ policing of favelas in Rio De Janeiro. 
 This last act of solidarity with the disenfranchised Black 
Brazilians who often saw themselves caught in crossfires be-
tween Authorities and Cartels as well often made casualties 
due to police brutality was not welcomed by those on the Rio 
tasks forces, neither was it appreciated by many of her fel-
low Councilmen.  The difference of political opinions came to 
a head on March 13th of 2018, after the shooting death of  
Matheus Melo. Franco wrote on Twitter “Mais um homicídio 
de um jovem que pode estar entrando para a conta da PM. 
Matheus Melo estava saindo da igreja. Quantos mais vão 
precisar morrer para que essa guerra acabe?: 
Another homicide of a young man that could be credited to 
the police. Matheus Melo was leaving church when he was 
killed. “How many others will have to die for this war to end?”  
       The next day Franco attended a roundtable aptly titled 
“Young Black Women Moving [Power] Structures.  Less than 
2 hours after leaving the event, Franco and  her driver were 
gunned down in a  spray of 9 bullets. The execution, which 
happened at a stoplight when another car pulled up beside 
Francos and immediately shot 7 of the bullets into Francos 
seat and two at her Driver, sent both chills and shockwaves 
through the communities Franco had sworn to protect. 
 For the next year, sordid details of the weapons and the 
motive used against Franco sprang to life in every direction. 
What ended up being substantial was the origin of the bul-
lets used to take Franco’s life: they were purchased from the 
Brazilian Federal Police in 2006. In early 2019, police inves-
tigated two suspects who had close ties to Jair Bolsonaro, and 
had even been formally recognized by Bolsonaro in the ear-
ly 2000s.  The investigation proved inconclusive, and shortly 
after in March of the same year, arrests were made of two 
suspects who were prior members of the Military  Police. One 
of the men, was Jair Bolsonaro’s neighbor.  To date, no further 
developmenets have been made despite general push from 
Franco’s supporters. 
          Though cowardly Political Rivals unjustly snuffed Mari-
elle Franco’s brilliant flame, her passion and love for her com-
munity -and they’re pride and love of her-can never be extin-
guished. Since Francos’ death, 3 more Afro Brazilian Women 
have been elected as Council Women continuing the historic 
precedent set by Marielle. 
Though many in the favelas have accepted that they will likely 
never uncover the truth of who assassinated Marielle Franco, 
many have dedicated their own lives to keeping her memory 
alive through taking care of one another and championing 
the the causes of those closest to her heart, “The People of the 
Hill”. 
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Benjamin LauraLee FEATURING THE WORK            
               OF 

MEDIUM      is    SPECTRUM    Magazines’ highlight of 

todays' MOST EXCITING LGBTQIA+ VISUAL 

ARTISTS of Color.

To      submit     your    work     contact   us    aT    upwordink@gmail.com  
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“…I just hope my work evokes 
emotions in people, and makes 
someone find beauty in some-
thing that used to make them 

uncomfortable”

“I would love for people to find beauty in the 
things we’re not taught are beautiful from sim-
ple things like round bellies and body hair to 

real-life shit like obscure 
sexual fetishes, pain, and heartbreak.”



Lauralee Benjamin is a Queens, NY based Artist who combines color, passion, and playfulness in the sexiest and most vivid 
of ways.  Benjamin says she’s been drawn to the female form as inspiration since childhood and today has created a fulltime career out of 

capturing ladies in the throes of love. 
   Benjamin who prefers pencil, acrylic, and felt tip markers credits a range of inspirations for her work; “My biggest creative influence is my 
fiancé, because she’s so eclectic and visual. The first artist I ever met and my best friend since college, is also a huge influence on me, because 
she’s very free and not held down by boundaries. I try to take parts from the best of both of them and let it drive me to be a better artist. In 
terms of known, established artists I really look up to Toyin Odutola, Manray, Yoko Honda, Reginald Pean.”  Benjamin takes this drive to craft 
intense, sometimes romantic sometimes humorous scenes that celebrate the form  as much as the pleasurable functions of the Female figure. 
Benjamin elaborates “I was a 5 year old who knew I was gay. I remember when I was 10 wanting to improve how I drew legs, so I started 
at women’s legs on the train for weeks and then had a phase of drawing *only* feminine legs wearing high heels for like months! Then a few 
years later it was hands - same cycle/habits. I guess there’s a borderline unhealthy obsession with the physicality of women there, but I love 
it so much. I love the way you can see muscles and cellulite underneath the skin, forming the shape, and I love visualizing the way we all 
have the same basic shapes in varying sizes for forms. I’ve tried to draw men and I just can’t get the inspiration. Note that a penis is not the 
issue here  (laughing, I love women with penises. It’s the nuances in the way women of all sizes and biologies carry themselves that appeal to 
me.”  Benjamin says she wants audiences to learn to adore the aesthetics of real women (good and grotesque) as their greatest takeaway “I 
would love for people to find beauty in the things we’re not taught are beautiful from simple things like round bellies and body hair to real-life 
shit like obscure sexual fetishes, pain, and heartbreak. …I just hope my work evokes emotions in people, and makes someone find beauty in 

something that used to make them uncomfortable “ 
   To connect with Lauralee Benjamin or purchase her work, contact her at  info@lauraleebenjamin.com. 



Available at Your Local Drugstore
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    Marla Renee Stewart is a Woman of many

 talents and titles whose unique perspectives and 

passions have led her to help thousands liberate 

themselves from the mediocrity and mayhem of 

underwhelming sex

   A true humanitarian, this act of service Stewart’s pro-
vided to the masses can’t be overlooked as the 39 year 
old  Sexologist, Intimacy Coach, Speaker, Author, Owner 
of Velvet Lips (a company centered around sexual lib-
eration and education) and Cofounder of the Sex Down 
South Conference has been cultivating her understanding 
of sex as a means of physical, mental and social catharsis 
since since her days in undergrad. “When I was in col-
lege, because I was studying Human Sexuality a lot of my 
Friends would come up to me and ask me Marla, what’s 
this, what’s that. Soon, I realized a lot of my Friends 
weren’t having orgasms…which I saw as problematic. But 
also in being in psychology and having a Mentor who 
was in Sociology I realized there was just not a lot of 
research about people like me…young Black women who 
were Bisexual, 
Lesbian and Queer (the particular population I belonged 
to)”. This lack of representation and consequently lack of 
available resources set Stewart on a career defining mis-
sion to change the face of sexual academia as well ex-
pand the greater understanding of sexuality within Black 
bodies and the social constructs they inhabit. “I felt invis-
ible in academia…I figured I’m going to have to change 
this myself. So I did” .
Today, Stewart has become a pillar amongst her peers 
and scholastic progeny. Her work and her words on sub-
jects ranging the gamut of sexual consciousness can been 
found in many texts and on television screens. Sought out 
because of her expertise, there’s also a universality in 
Stewart’s appeal that she believes has afforded her an 
audience much larger than just her own demographic: “ I 
really appreciate the fact that the folks who are seeking 
me, are seeking me out because I do good work. Knowing 
that even though I am different, I am speaking a lot of 
people’s languages and that’s reassuring.”  This ability to 
hone in on the commonality of sex and sexuality as both 
a shared and complex experience and the perceptivity to 
learn from the fluidity of that experience, is what Stewart 
wants to help champion for the many communities she’s 
apart of today:  “I feel the Black community could [ben-
efit] from learning that there are many Black communities 
and we all fit into different kinds of Black communities,

and also I feel like communities everywhere should know 
that folks can move in and out of various  identities and 
behaviors and there shouldn’t be shame or stigma at-
tached to us flowing out of various communities.” 
    One way Stewart has persisted in her push to help oth-
ers become more vulnerable and more comfortable with 
their sexual selves and the many facets of their persons 
is through creation of the Sex Down South Conference, 
cofounded with Tia Marie Mosley and hosted annually in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  First launched in 2015, the event has 
grown exponentially since it’s inception and continues to 
attract patrons from across the country.  The 3 day af-
fair features a bevy of seminars and workshops as well 
as endless evenings of erotic fun. Stewart elaborates: “ 
Sex Down South is a learning conference, all day there 
are workshops on just about everything from reproduc-
tive justice to sex magic and all sorts of things we should 
be better skilled at. And then at night we have fun, so it’s 
kind of a work hard/play hard type thing. Learn during 
the day and party hard at night”.  
    Sex Down South, which is scheduled to kick off Sep-
tember 10-12 2020 is sure to have a long and promising 
road ahead. When it comes to Stewart’s future, she’s hop-
ing to add a few more titles to her name, most import-
ant of which will be Mother. “ [In] My future I definitely 
imagine still presenting and still speaking hopefully to 
broader audiences will be great. I hope to have a couple 
of kids, we’re venturing trying to have a couple of babies 
now, hopefully I’m pregnant as we speak (laughing)”. She 
continues “One of my goals is to try and get some sort 
of community center set up in Atlanta;  a place where 
we can have the Dungeon,  a place where we can have 
a couple of workshops, a place where Healers can come 
and rent out tables to offer their services. And I also 
want a lounge.” While she waits for the rest of her 
dreams to arrive Stewart will be releasing her latest 
title “ The Ultimate Guide to Seduction and Foreplay” 
a collaboration with Dr. Jess as well as penning a new 
relationship book slated for release later on in 2020. 
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MEET THE PEOPLE LIVING LOUDLY AND IN COLOR
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SUNI MF SOLOMON  

MEET THE PEOPLE LIVING LOUDLY AND IN COLOR

DOING WHAT THEY LOVE. 

MOTIVATED BY THE MESSAGE 

WRITTEN BY KEISHA MITCHELL

Suni Mf Solomon is a vivacious Creator and lively Lyricist that has been gaining momentum, recognition and respect in the music game 
for years now.  Finally ready to take her rightful place center stage, Solomon has a unique mixture of social awareness and promising 
presence as an Artist that has continued to set her apart as her Star rises. The Atlanta native first made her mark with the mixtape 
“Back to the Basics” in 2009 and followed up with another impactful tape “A Nigga Moment” – a reflection on the life and times of 
a young Woman growing up on the West side of Atlanta’s not so savory parts.   Suni, who has been rapping since she was seven 
years old, has a variety of influences including Drake and the other Titans of the early to mid 2000s “I’m a biiiiiig Drake Fan, but if I 
had to put my top three it’d be Wayne, Kanye and Drake. And when I feel a little ratchet a little Jeezy and a little T.I. you can never 
go wrong”. The distinct voices of Artist such as these is the primary thing she credits with intriguing her to develop her own signature 
sound.  She also credits the versatility and confidence to be herself, as coming from artists such as Lauryn Hill and Trina “Those two 
were the first Females I really heard on a record that were just rapping instead of only singing “.    The importance of having her 
own voice, and it resonating with others is something that has stuck with Suni until this day. As she says, she has learned to express 
herself and tell her story in the way only she can  “ Voice has always been a big thing for me in terms of discovering my sound. Be-
ing a Female Rapper but also a gay Female Rapper I never wanted to sound to much like a Girl but I never wanted to sound like a 
Nigga either. I just wanted to sound like me and it had to make sense.“  Voice is a theme that spans the length of the music industry’s 
history and today, no other commentary is more coveted than that of the Female Rapper. While it’s been a long time coming, Suni 
says the watching the tide change has been both frustrating and humorous at times, but inevitably incredibly empowering for her 
and other Women in the industry finally getting their due: “I’ve been told no a lot of times, especially because I am a gay Female 
Rapper. I still remember a nigga that told me no and then a couple years later was all in my dms trying to get involved (laughing) “ 
She continues “ I got my stories….but it comes with it because it takes time for people to see your worth. But’ now people are on the 
jocks of Female Rappers [and] it’s insane and I’m happy, I love it and I’ve had the pros and cons of the door being slammed in my 

face. But I’m happy to be enjoying the perks”.  
   These perks are sure to stay for Suni MF Solomon as she continues to break barriers and carve new pathways in the industry, just 
by being herself.  Her latest release, (her 8th studio project ) entitled “Truth Is’’ is set to be released Winter of 2020. Until then, catch 

up with Suni’s catalogue available on every streaming platform and  be sure to follow her on social media @suni.mf today. 

PRESS PLAY 
CHECK OUT GEMS FROM THE CATALOUGE: 
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QUANNA MC  
THE CAREFREE BLACK GIRL 

WRITTEN BY KEISHA MITCHELL

   Quanna MC is a multifaceted, multitalented MC, Philanthropist, Organizer, Producer and penultimate Carefree Black Girl.  
The Savannah, GA native now spends her time between the two metropolises of Brooklyn, NY and Atlanta, Ga where she can be found 

making her mark in both ballrooms and on beats. 
   MC, who describes herself as “a little spicy” originally migrated to Atlanta to attend Clark Atlanta University. She developed her artist-
ry, (crediting her biggest musical influences among the likes of Outkast, Gangsta Boo, Camouflage and Jay Z), while also receiving positive 
feedback from her peers  “most love me so they were supportive. There are a few people who secretly hate for different reasons but 
overall I think people respect[ed] me.”  This respect is reflective not only of Quanna MCs’ mic skills, but of a resurgence in appreciation for 
Femcees not seen since the early 2000s. Quanna Mc believes this time, love and commercial recognition of the Women who  spit bars isn’t 
likely to recede:  “I definitely feel like this era of women artist is here to stay . It’s a movement and it’s strong. It was a slow brewing pot 
that over flowed . Letting one woman artist reign for so long did something to the women . It made them hungry and loud.  Now that the 
box is open you can’t really close it . The girls are getting the big deals with brands and labels . And starting their own . The gays aren’t 
far behind so that gonna solidify the whole thing”  MC  also believes the age of politically correct appearances are behind , further accel-
erating women’s hold on the rap music, because now more people can relate. She expounds: “with the internet you really can find people 
like you even with Queen . She was aggressive but that’s how girls from the east coast are. She was still more feminine than a Young MA 
. Today you can be whatever , present however .  You don’t need labels to be seen or to make it mainstream . Just gotta find your tribe.”
 Never one to sit still for too long, Quanna MC continues to diversify her contirbutions to her community and share her creativity with the 
world. A full roster sure to be resumed, as well as promotion of her latest musical release and organizing to help the change the world are 
keeping Quanna MC on her toes: “I just released my 3rd Independent project Miss Thang Ep, it’s a five piece joint available everywhere. I 
got videos for every song dropping this winter plus some features. CareFreeBlackGirl just finished our 2019 tour . We were getting ready 
for the 2020 one, had already booked for SXSW and some other festivals ”.  As a Beautiful Bisexual and Slightly non Binary  Black Wom-
an, Quanna MC says she would offer these words of advice to her younger self: “Be bold and more vocal . I always knew what I wanted 
to be but I was too afraid to disappoint people or go against the norm. Until I did and I felt free.” She concludes; “I just want everyone to 

know it’s not about where you come from it’s more about pushing through and becoming who you want to be ”. 
     To Connect with Quanna MC and stay up to date on her apperances, releases, and community initatives, be sure to follow  her on Ins-
tagram @quannamc and her platform at www.carefreeblackgrl.com. Also be sure to stream “Ms. Thang”  (available on every platform) 

today. 

PRESS PLAY 
CHECK OUT SOME GEMS FROM  THE CATALOUGE: 
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YOUNG GATTAS 
BARS WITHOUT BOUNDARIES 

WRITTEN BY KEISHA MITCHELL

Young Gattas is a Chicago bred, Atlanta based MC that has long been blooming her talent as one of rap music’’s most promising formi-
dable forces.  Gattas began her journey musical journey in middleschool,  and credits many Artists (chiefly Kanye West) as her inspiration, 
she elaborates “My biggest influence is Kanye, simply because he embodies everything. Of course [I] love Pac, Big, Nicki and Remy; but 
Kanye is the one who really took his artistry to the next level. And he’s from the town so, that makes a difference too.”   
Gattas says she’s always been encouraged in her environment from the beginning to pursue her artistry to the full out extent, a privilege 
unafforded to many. She recognizes her undeniable prowess and hunger have been the primary ingredients in enlisting such a strong and 
growing fan base: “I feel like the people around me have always been receptive simply because of pure skill. Even in high school rapping 
in cyphers, or when I started traveling to different cities with Battle Rap, the respect was there regardless of me being a woman, gay, or 
whatever.” This support, regardless of her identity, is something Young Gattas says she’s excited to see extended to all femcees within to-
day’s soundscape. A change she believes is here to stay: “I do feel like times have changed and that the spectrum has broadened. There’s 
gay dudes going viral now rapping, girls rapping but not using sex to sell like Rico Nasty, or even masc- presenting women like Young 
M.A.” she continues: “I feel like females are the number one buyers of music and have been longing for representation. Not just in the Trina/ 
Kim heavy sex way, not in the “oh I just f*cked your b*tch last night” way either. With the way the internet is now, you don’t need a major 
label or even need to be on the radio to have your music heard. Women want something they can connect to, so I definitely would say this 

is permanent and not seasonal.” 
Young Gattas is definitely here to stay as well and says she believes now is the time for the LGBTQ + community to seize the moment and 
shine the light one another. For Gattas, success is something everyone can share: “I want the LGBT community to have more representation in 
music and art, and now is the time for us to be supporting each other.”  To support Young Gattas stream her single “I Get It” on all streaming 
platforms today and be sure to connect with Young Gattas on social media @Younggattas as well as stay on the lookout for her newest 

project, “Garfield Blvd” coming soon. 

PRESS PLAY 
CHECK OUT SOME GEMS FROM THE CATALOUGE: 
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BY JAMICA AISHA 

the last word

If we are to remain Dark Country, 
let us be sure

our pioneering touches
see no value

in one another’s territory. Let’s stop.
Let’s stop searching for paradise in 

palms and promises in pecks.
Let’s stop admitting

to one another
how parched we get

since we stopped sharing cups.
Let’s laugh

the way lovers cannot.
I have longed to

read your autograph
in my forever

but we spell “soulmate” 
differently.

Today,
I accept the misreading of your pen-

manship.
You are untouchable art.

Just Friends 

21



www.donnamarieframes.com 

 more than 

  shades... 
BY JAMICA AISHA 

the last word

Just Friends 



upword ink publishing company ©


